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Fortuna Historical Commission 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

Wednesday, July 20th, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. 
3 Park Street – Fortuna Depot Museum 

 
We May Disagree, But We Will Be Respectful of One Another 

All Comments Will Be Directed to the Issue at Hand, and Addressed to the Commission 
Personal Attacks are Unacceptable 

The Commission May Take Action on any Item on this Agenda. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER / FLAG SALUTE / ROLL CALL      6:00 PM 

Commissioners Staff  
Chair Susan O’Hara City Manager Regan Candelario  
Vice Chair Toni Scolari Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Kevin Carter 
Commissioner Jean Giannini Depot Museum Curator Alex Service 
Commissioner Mike Murray Council Representative  
Commissioner Pam Zana Councilmember Linda Gardner 
 Councilmember Doug Strehl (alternate) 

 
II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

Members of the Public may be heard on any item of interest not on the Public Meeting Agenda. Speakers 
addressing the Commission will be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Be advised that, by law, the Commissioners 
can only deliberate or take action on items that are included on the agenda.  

III. PRESENTATIONS 
A. Mills of Humboldt County Book and Upcoming Events  
B.   Book Projects 
C.   Exhibit Planning 
D.   Summer Opening Hours and Volunteer Coverage 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 
These matters are routine in nature and are usually approved by a single vote.  Any member of the Commission 
may pull a particular item for further discussion. 
1.    Fortuna Historical Commission Meeting Minutes for May 11th, 2016  
2.    Staff Report: May-June 2016 

V. BUSINESS 
A. Purchase of Humboldt Beacon Archive in Electronic Format (Discussion Item) 
B. Accessions/De-Accessions (Action Item) 

VI. STAFF REPORTS 
 1.     Fortuna Depot Museum Curator Report 
 2.     City of Fortuna Staff Report 
VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 At this time, members of the Commission may consider or request items to be placed on a future agenda through a 

consensus of the majority. 
IX. ADJOURN 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, any non-confidential documents or writings that the City 
distributes, less than 72 hours before a regular meeting, to all or a majority of the legislative body's members must 
be made available to members of the public at the same time as the distribution. Documents and information 
related to the agenda topics are available for review at City Hall, 621 11th Street, between the hours of 8:00 AM to 
5:00 PM.  Members of the public are invited to come to the meeting and comment.  In compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the 
City Clerk at 725-7600.  Notification prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to 
ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
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Minutes of the Fortuna Historical Commission 
Regular Meeting  

Wednesday, May 11th, 2016 - 6:00 p.m., Fortuna Depot Museum, 3 Park St. at Rohner Park 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER:   

Chair O'Hara called the Public Session to order at 6:00 PM 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Commissioners Staff  
Chair Susan O’Hara   City Manager Regan Candelario  
Vice Chair Toni Scolari  Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Kevin Carter  
Commissioner Jean Giannini  Depot Museum Curator Alex Service 
Commissioner Mike Murray Council Representative  
Commissioner Pam Zana (absent) Councilmember Linda Gardner  

  
II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None. 
 

III. PRESENTATIONS  
           A. Report on Mills of Humboldt County Arcadia Publishing Book Project 

Chair O'Hara and Curator Service reported on the upcoming May 23 release of Mills of Humboldt 
County.  O'Hara and Service have received their author's copies of the book from the publisher.  A 
busy schedule of publicity events is lined up, starting with the May 27 launch party from 5:00--
7:00 at the Depot Museum.  O'Hara and Service requested to be included in the agenda for the 
June 6 Fortuna City Council meeting, to present the book.  Media contacts for promoting the book 
were discussed, including Erin Dunn at the Chamber of Commerce, channels 6 and 23, the North 
Coast Journal Kym Kemp, an events blog on Southern Humboldt, Lost Coast Outpost, and the fact 
that the Eel River Valley Crimestoppers page on Facebook sometimes promotes local events. 

          B.  Fortuna Rodeo History Book 
Chair O’Hara reported that she has been contacted by Shannon McWhorter with the request that 
O’Hara and Service write the a history of the Fortuna Rodeo in connection with the rodeo’s 100th 
anniversary, to be published as a coffee table-style book funded by the rodeo association.  Funds 
from sales of the book will go to the museum, with the stated goal of funding an annex to house 
extended Fortuna Rodeo-related collections.  O’Hara recently made a trip to the rodeo hall of fame 
in Oklahoma and found that their collection includes photographs from the 1941 Fortuna Rodeo 
taken by a professional rodeo photographer.  Discussion was held of the history of the Fortuna 
Rodeo and the relative ages of various California rodeos; the rodeo at Salinas is the oldest, along 
with one at the Howard Ranch in Hayward; the Willits and Red Bluff rodeos began at around the 
same time as Fortuna’s.  The book will include locals who made it happen, the parades, and 
related events.  McWhorter will make available to us the Rodeo Association minutes.  The Rodeo 
Association will underwrite the book and fund purchase of needed photographs.  O’Hara proposes 
submitting a request to the Rodeo Association board for assistance with the purchase of the 
Humboldt Beacon archive in electronic searchable format.  An agenda item for a future meeting is 
further discussion of the idea of a rodeo annex to the museum. 

          C.  Fortuna Depot Museum 2016—17 Draft Budget 
City Manager Candelario and Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Carter reported that the 
budget development process is in its final stages.  The museum budget draft looked at in the 
meeting shows operations budget, not staff.  The proposal for the museum budget is similar to last 
year’s. The general fund covers operations of the building; for instance this year it includes $2000 
for UV filtering.  This will be installed by city maintenance personnel.  Some funding is being 
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included in the budget proposal for museum security upgrades.  Carter reported that there is 
approximately $17,000 in Fund #165, the museum-specific fund that comes from museum gift 
shop sales and donations to the museum.  Candelario shared that the city is in the recruitment 
process for a finance director (the city has been without one since February 17), and will be 
interviewing candidates in the next week. 

            D.  Security System Vandalism and Repairs 
Curator Service reported that in late March, on a weekday afternoon, two boys (probably middle     
school age) cut the wire connecting the caboose security camera to the system.  They were caught 
on the caboose camera in the minutes leading up to the vandalism.  Security company personnel 
and city staff repaired the connection and have rehoused the wiring so it is less accessible to 
vandalism.  New policy as a result of this vandalism is that the caboose door window will now be 
kept clear of signs and any other obstruction in order to create a clear line of sight from the 
caboose security camera.  Service, Carter and maintenance personnel have discussed the need for 
an additional, exterior camera, mounted on the far end of the museum’s back wall (perhaps at the 
eaves), shooting toward the caboose.  The area behind the museum has been frequently used as a 
homeless camp and a smoking location, and greater ability to monitor the area would be of great 
use. 

            E.  Summer Opening Hours and Volunteer Coverage 
Service reported that the seven-days-a-week opening hours run from June through August.  She 
and her family will be away on vacation back east from June 22 through July 7, necessitating 
additional volunteer coverage.  The possibility of getting assistance from seasonal city staff was 
discussed.  If this idea is to be pursued, Service should speak with Toni Wilson at the park office. 

            IV. CONSENT CALENDAR  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Review and approve minutes of Fortuna Historical Commission 

meeting March 9, 2016  and staff report for March-April 2016 
          PUBLIC COMMENT:No public comment was heard. 
          COMMISSION ACTION:  Commissioner Giannini asked to go on record with her belief that the 

wrong action was taken at the March 9, 2016 meeting regarding the de-accession of a bottle from 
the Jerry Clement collection.  Although she did not object at the time of the meeting, on thinking it 
over further she felt that the action went against the museum’s duty to protect and preserve the 
items donated to it collection.  Discussion followed.  Among the topics discussed is that there 
needs to be protection for the items displayed on shelving in the back room, perhaps plexiglass 
covering.  Commissioner Giannini moved, seconded by Commissioner Scolari to approve the 
minutes of March 9, 2016 and the staff report for March-April 2016. Voice vote. 

          
 AYES: Commissioners Giannini, Murray, O’Hara and Scolari 
         NOES: None 
         ABSENT: Commissioners Zana  
 ABSTAIN: None 

Motion Carried 4-0 
 

 V. BUSINESS 
    A. Accessions/De-Accessions 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Accept the proposed accessions into the museum collection. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
No de-accesssions were proposed at this time.  The following accessions were proposed: 
From the City of Fortuna: Two 20 in. by 32 in. framed blueprints showing elevations of the 
Monday Club building, circa 1928, found in closet at the Monday Club.  From Sandra 
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Cacci Close: Portable bassinet with fold-down legs, circa 1952.  Three-piece metal child’s 
toy kitchen set (sink, refrigerator and range), painted pink, circa 1960s.  Girl’s clothing items, 
circa 1950s: Blue Bird uniform (blouse, vest, skirt and cap), red satin majorette uniform with 
gold trim, pale green dress with green, blue and purple pinstripes, Girl Scout uniform, Sierra 
Cascade (dress, sash and cardigan sweater), pale green and cream embroidered apron, 
crinoline-style underskirt, light blue pants, light purple checked blouse and skirt, little girl’s 
checked pink, yellow and green swimsuit, older girl’s or small woman’s blue swim suit.  
Two embroidered baby bibs: one small with yellow trim and bear eating honey, one large 
with blue trim and pocket and scene of little boy and pigs.  Child’s snorkel set, two piece.  
Child’s yellow rubber bathing cap.  From Bob Hansen: Bowman’s Drug Store pharmacy 
bottle from Fortuna, amythest-colored glass, circa 1900-1908.  From the Humboldt County 
Historical Society: Twelve color snapshots of Fortuna Rodeo participants, 1989.  From 
Alex Service: Book On the Show Circuit: Pa’s Poetry, The Ranch & Me as I Remember 
(Adrian Chapin, Eureka, 1979).  Advertising framed picture with broken thermometer, 
Goble’s Grocery.  Orange baseball cap with dis-continued Fernbridge logo for Eel River 
Brewing Company.  Three t-shirts: Bob’s Footlongs, Fortuna Spartans, and 2006 Kinetic 
Sculpture Race. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
No public comment was heard. 
 
COMMISSION ACTION: 
Commissioner Murray moved, seconded by Commissioner Giannini, to accept the proposed 
accessions into the museum collection.  Voice vote. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Giannini, Murray, O’Hara and Scolari 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Commissioner Zana 
ABSTAIN: None 
Motion Carried 3-0 
 
VI. STAFF REPORTS 
1. Fortuna Depot Museum Curator Report 
Curator Service reported that the bulletin board on the museum porch has been purchased 
and installed.  The “OPEN” flag has been replaced; the previous open flag, installed in late 
2009, was badly frayed and faded and its pole recently bent at a 90 degree angle in a strong 
wind.  Service has discussed with Domenic Belli the potential loan for the summer months of 
the children’s merry-go-round that was in the Redwood Bootery store.  She reported on an 
ongoing genealogical research project at the request of Curt Nelson, which is the first 
research project to fall under the new museum research fee schedule adopted in 2014.  
Service is doing the initial research work to select this year’s characters for Grave Matters 
and Untimely Departures.  Service reported on a joint project proposed for the Depot 
Museum and the Eel River Valley Multi-Generational Center: an Eel River Valley photo 
contest with goal to produce postcards for sale at Depot Museum gift shop.  Service has been 
developing this project with Dawn Watkins, ED of the multi-generational center, a fellow 
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member of the Leadership Fortuna 5 class.  Service had mentioned the need for local 
postcards, and the idea developed from that.  Proposed is a photo contest May 20—June 20, 
categories history, nature, community and “Vintage Views.”  Top 2 winners in each category 
to be printed as postcards for sale in FDM gift shop (MCG to cover cost of initial printing 
(hopefully defrayed by $5 entry fee); FDM to cover cost of reprints if desired).  A 
launch/awards event might take place during rodeo week at the museum; also the winning 
photographs will be displayed at the museum.  A volunteer from the Historical Commission 
is requested to serve as one of the judges. 
2. City of Fortuna Staff Report 
City Manager Candelario reported on upcoming events.  The road into the park will be 
closed to traffic for about an hour on Sunday, May 15 for an Auto Xpo publicity photo shoot.  
There will be three flat track motorcycle races at the rodeo grounds on June 19, August 7 and 
September 4, from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Commisisoner Scolari questioned whether 
alcohol is permitted at the event, and Candelario replied that it is not, and this was included 
in the agreement signed by the motorcycle racing group.    
 
VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
Commissioner Scolari: Reminded everyone of the city-wide yard sale coming up on June 
4th, and reported on the current Relic Accumulators’ Club display in conjunction with the 
Redwood Small World Miniatures Club.  Commissioner Giannini: None.  Commissioner 
Murray: None. Commissioner O’Hara: Discussed further ideas for upgrades of timber 
industry exhibits, including a poster-size image of the interior of a shingle mill, with shingles 
stacked in front, as well as a large, blown up mural-size image of an ox team, with fiberglass 
ox heads protruding from it and wearing the yoke in the museum collection.  She has done 
some research and a firm in Buffalo, MN could make the two heads for $2,125 including 
shipping.  Further discussion followed on the ongoing search for an Ole Hansen shingle 
machine for the museum collection.  Councilmember Gardner shared that an attendee at the 
Auto Xpo operates a shingle machine which may be an Ole Hansen.  Commissioner Murray 
shared that he has been told by Dave Bastick who teaches at the Blue Ox in Eureka that there 
is an Ole Hansen shingle machine there. 
 
VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
No items were brought forward for inclusion on the next agenda.  In order to avoid conflict with 
Rodeo Week, the date of the next meeting was moved to July 20. 
 
IX. ADJOURN 
Commissioner Murray moved to adjourn at 7:32 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Scolari.  Voice 
vote.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

Respectfully submitted by: 
Alex Service, Fortuna Depot Museum Curator       
Thru: Linda McGill, City Clerk                          



     _____                                  ______STAFF REPORT: MAY—JUNE 2016 
                 Museum Monthly Report 

               July 12, 2016 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT: 

Month: May 2016    Month: June 2016  
 Balance in register $101.51    Balance in register $676.90 
 Donations $62.50     Donations $111.50 
 Sales / Taxes $1115.49    Sales / Taxes $1266.63 
 Other  $0.00   Other $00.00 
       
 Less Deposits $602.60   Less Deposits $1823.67 
       
 Ending Balance in register $676.90    Ending Balance in register $231.36 

 
 
ACTIVITIES IN MUSEUM: 
May 
May’s visitor total at the Fortuna Depot Museum was 243.  May visitation totals in recent years were: 2015: 
258, 2014: 281, 2013: 396, 2012: 358, 2011: 338, 2010: 317, 2009: 119, 2008: 135.   

California: Borrego Springs, Capay, Elk Grove, Eureka, Ferndale, Fortuna, Lodi, McKinleyville, 
Modesto, Petrolia, Red Bluff, Rio Dell, Sacramento, San Jose, Santa Rosa, Scotia and Woodland 

States: Arizona, Florida, Illinois, Oregon and New York 
Overseas: Australia   

 
June 
June’s visitor total at the Fortuna Depot Museum was 575.  Recent years’ June visitation totals were: 2015: 
649, 2014: 711, 2013: 656, 2012: 503, 2011: 629, 2010: 489, 2008: 383, 2008: 640. 
 California: Alderpoint, Angels Camp, Antioch, Atwater, Blue Lake, Carlotta, Compton, Eureka, 
Ferndale, Fortuna, Hayfork, Hydesville, La Verne, Los Osos, Miranda, Modesto, Moreno Valley, Neenach, 
North Hollywood, Oakland, Paradise, Piercy, Red Bluff, Redding, Rio Dell, Rio Vista, San Clemente, San 
Francisco, San Jose and Santa Barbara. 
 States: Arizona, Florida, Idaho, Iowa, Montana, New York, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas 
and Washington 
 Overseas: Malawi 
 
Lower visitation totals for both May and June than in a number of recent years reflect the smaller number of 
school groups touring the museum this spring than in recent previous springs.  School groups that did tour the 
museum this spring were, in May, groups from Fortuna Junior Academy and Scotia Elementary, and, in June, 
two 5th grade classes from Cutten Elementary and three 4th grade classes from South Fortuna Elementary. 
 On May 28, 23 people attended the launch party for the Depot Museum’s new book, Mills of Humboldt 
County.  The book has sold well throughout May and June, as shown by the gift shop totals report above.  
Since the release of the book, our 2016 gift shop sales have more than tripled the total figure for January 
through May before the book’s release.  On June 17, 23 people attended “Humboldt’s Products: Then and 
Now” presented by local historian Jerry Rohde as part of the “Celebrating Life in Our Humboldt County” series 
sponsored by Pierson’s Building Center.   
 At the end of May, the Relic Accumulators’ Club installed an exhibit on movies filmed in Humboldt 
County.  On loan to the Depot Museum from mid-May through June were seven models of Spanish Caliornian 
missions created by 4th grade students from South Fortuna Elementary School.  
 The Depot Museum’s summer hours, 12:00—4:30 7 days a week, began on June 1 and continue 
through the end of August. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Humboldt Historian, Humboldt County Historical Society Newsletter Summer 2016 
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STAFF REPORT  
Fortuna Historical Commission Business Agenda Item B  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE:  July 20th, 2016 
 
TO:  Honorable Chair and Commission Members 
 
FROM:  Alex Service, Fortuna Depot Museum Curator 
  
THRU:  Regan M. Candelario, City Manager  
 
SUBJECT: Accessions/De-Accessions 

  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Review and approve the accession of specific artifacts presented as potential additions to the 
Fortuna Depot Museum collection, as recommended by Fortuna Depot Museum curator.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
No de-accessions are proposed at this time.   

The following potential accessions have been donated to the Fortuna Depot Museum.  
From the City of Fortuna: Plaque honoring contributors to the tots’ playground in Rohner 
Park.  From the City of Fortuna (purchased for Fortuna Depot Museum collection): 17 
bound volumes of the Fortuna Advance newspaper, 1912—1933.  From North Coast 
Repertory Theatre, Eureka: Items donated to theater’s fund-raising rummage sale.  Twenty-
eight volumes Boy Scouts of America merit badge booklet series, 1970s.  “Tea leaf” pattern 
china (matches partial set in Depot Museum collection): lidded sugar bowl, small lidded serving 
dish, platter, plate, mug.  Cup and saucer with logo of Rebekahs Oddfellows organization.  Long-
sleeved t-shirt for Eel River Classic soccer tournament, 2000.  Antique office supplies 
packaging: 1,000 Arrow staples, Brunswick 150 gummed reinforcements for ten cents, 100 paper 
fasteners.  Box for one pound pure white beeswax.  Box for Hippostan Sugar Wafers, made by 
the Standard Bisquit Company, San Francisco.  “Span It Climb the Mountain” game by Burcke’s 
Adventure Games for Fun and Fancy, Sudbury, MA.  Package for “PAL Hollow Ground Like 
Your Barber’s Razor,” 10 for 25 cents or 4 for 10 cents.  Circa 1930s package (with some 
needles) for Happy Home Rust Proof needles.  The Guardian Campfire Girls newsletters, 1925.  
Antique box Christmas Greetings Assorted Chocolates with gold trim and poinsettia.  Two books 
of Grand Parlor Native Daughters of the Golden West annual session proceedings, 1901 and 
1905. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
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None. 
 
RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION: 
 

• Receive staff presentation and review Commission questions with staff 
• Open Public Comment 
• Close Public Comment 
• Motion to approve the accession of donated artifacts presented as potential additions 

to the Fortuna Depot Museum collection, as recommended by Depot Museum 
curator: Voice Vote. 
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